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In Our Lady’s Catholic Primary School we learn about God and try to follow his footsteps by 

showing care and respect for one another. 

We would like to welcome two new governors to our 
Local Governing Board.  Ana Barbosa Richards is now 
a Parent Governor and Mary Szymankiewicz is a 
Foundation Governor.  We are sure you will join us in 
welcoming them and supporting them in their new 
roles. 
 
Due to the current COVID-19 situation, there will 
unfortunately be no nativity this year. We will, all 
being well, come back bigger and better next 
Christmas! 
 
Could we ask parents of children that wait in the 
carpark area of the school at school drop off time to 
be mindful of staff cars and in particular their bags 
etc potentially causing damage. Thank you. 
 
Term dates for next academic year 2021/22 have 
now been issued via parentmail and are available on 
the school website. 
 
Mr Meech, Principal 

Our Lady’s School takes incidents of bullying, including on-line safety seriously.  For further information the school’s policy is available on our website or please see your child’s 

class teacher if you have any concerns.  www.safer.internet.org.uk 

Autumn Term Dates 
Thur 3rd Dec Non Pupil Day—School Closed 
Mon 7th Dec Christmas dinner to be booked by  
   this date 
Weds 16th Dec Food Bank Donations to be in by this 
   date 
Weds 16th Dec Christmas Dinner 
Fri 18th Dec Last day of term 
Mon 4th Jan  Pupils Return to School 
Fri 15th Jan  Last day for applications for primary 
   school place for Sept 2021 

The next newsletter will go home on:  Friday 4th December 2020 

Christmas Lunch and Christmas 
Jumper Day 

Christmas lunch will be on 
Wednesday 16th December at a cost 
of £2.34 (except for Reception and 
KS1 children who receive free school meals).  If you 
would like your child to have a school Christmas 
lunch, turkey and all the trimmings, on this day 
please book the meal via Scopay in the ‘Calendar’ 
section by Monday 7th December.   
 
Even if your child normally receives school dinners 
and/or free school meals, please ensure that this 
festive lunch is booked separately.   Children and 
staff are invited to wear a Christmas Jumper for the 
day at no charge however donations of food for 
the foodbank will be gratefully received. 

New School Bags 
Exciting new Our Lady’s backpacks are 
now available to purchase via Scopay 
for £11.  The bags include a navy 
pencil case and have a side pocket for 
water bottles. 
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Primary Admissions 2021/22 
 

Was your child born between 1 September 2016 and 31 August 2017? 
Applications can be made from 15th November for a primary school place for September 2021.  You must 
apply for your child’s school place by 15th January 2021 for primary school admissions in September 2021. 
 
You can apply for a school place online at:   www.devon.gov.uk/admissionsonline 
Or 
If you cannot access the school admissions website you can get more information by calling the Education 
Helpline on 0345 155 1019 or by emailing :-primaryschooladmissions@devon.gov.uk.   
 
If you need help applying online or haven’t got internet access at home please contact the school, we would 
be more than happy to help you.  You can view your offer on-line from 16th April 2021. 
 
Please ensure that the 2021 Supplementary Form for this school is returned to the school office by 15th 
January 2021.  This form is available from the school office, Barn a B’s Pre-School or via the school’s 
website:- www.ourladys.devon.sch.uk  under ‘Key Documents’ and in the ‘Admissions’ section.  
 
Without this form your child may be lower in the priorities for admission and risk not getting a place at 
Our Lady’s School. 

Barn-a-b’s at Our Lady’s  
The admission process for primary school 
places is now open.  We hope you had 
your email from Devon Admissions, if not, 
let us know.  This is for children starting 

school in September 2021. 
 
We are making more use of the wooded area, 
particularly on a Wednesday morning.  Could you 
please send your child to Barn A Bs in wellies, and 
put a change of shoes in a bag for them to change 
into after the forest school session. 
 
The World Health Organisation has been 
researching screen time for children.  They found 
that screen time may affect children’s sleep, 
attention span and can increase a sedentary 
lifestyle.  More research needs to be done, but we 
would encourage you to limit screen time for 
under 5’s to 2 hours or less per day, particularly if 
your child struggles to sleep or concentrate. 
 
There is a non pupil day for the school on  
Thursday 3rd December therefore the pre-school 
will be closed for this day.  Apologies for any 
inconvenience this causes. 
 
 

 
God of compassion and mercy, we turn to you, 

we seek your help in our distress.  
May we always seek to be a light for others, 

bringing hope in place of despair. 
Bring comfort to those who mourn, 

shelter and sustenance to all those in need. 
Amen 

Reminder—School Closed 3rd December 2020 
Please be aware that the School and Barn A Bs Pre-
School will be closed on Thursday 3rd December for 
the day due to staff training.   
 
Apologies for any inconvenience this causes. 

Food Bank Donations 
This year, more than ever, we would like to support 
the good work of our local foodbank who help so 
many families in the town.  We would like to  
encourage you to send in donations to your class 
teacher between now and Wednesday 16th 
December. Any cereals, tinned food and dried foods 
such as pasta and instant mash potato as well as 
Christmas treats such as selection boxes and tins of 
biscuits would be most welcome.  Thank you for your 
support. 



If you are facing financial difficulties, and are unable to afford basic food 
necessities for your family, there is a network of foodbanks across the 
northern Devon region run by the Trussell Trust who may be able to help.  
 
Find out more at:- https://northerndevon.foodbank.org.uk/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The latest Government advice is that most 
coronavirus cases are transmitted indoors.  Open 
windows and doors twice a day for fifteen minutes 
to let in fresh air. 

Depart for Education Coronavirus (COVID19) 
Helpline 
The Department for Education Coronavirus 
(COVID19) helpline is available to answer 
questions about coronavirus (COVID19) relating to 
education and children’s social care.    
 

0800 046 8687   
Mon to Fri 8am to 6pm 

Is My Child Too Ill For School 

The following NHS website may help you with 

deciding on whether your child is well enough to 

attend school. 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/is-my

-child-too-ill-for-school/  
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