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Our talk for writing story is the Enormous Turnip. All the family get involved in
pulling up the turnip. We have spent a lot of time with our families recently, so
we thought this would be a great starting point for returning to school. We want
to make photo books of the children’s families, their pets and homes. Tapestry
is our online assessment and communication tool. It is essential that you sign
up for this and make good use of it, you can upload photos onto tapestry.

We would love it if you could send us online, or print, photos of your family.
This will help children settle in, it means we will learn all the important things
that really matter to your child, so that we can have meaningful conversations

with them.
We have 4 simple rules at Barn-a-b’s
e walk
e share
e bekind
e listen

What are your family rules? Boundaries create safe places for children to grow
and explore. Just like physical boundaries, like fences keep children safe, so too
do simple rules like washing hands after the toilet, eating healthy food, listening
to adults and so on. We refer to our rules often, so that we can give gentle
reminders, clear instructions that everyone is familiar with. The lockdown has
reminded us all that a few, simple, logical rules are easier to follow, than an ever
increasing and changing set of rules that no one is 100% sure about!

Children learn by what they see...you are under surveillance 24/7!! You are
their greatest teacher and role model. These early years are preparing your
children for their future, the seeds you sow now, of love, trust, attachment,
encouragement, patience and kindness will show in their character and the
qualities they develop as they grow.
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We are a Let’s Talk More trained setting. Here are some of the guidelines
that form part of the Let’s talk more strategy.

e Be face to face with your child: every time you talk to your child
make sure you are face to face with them and down at their level —
this makes it easier for them to hear what you say and see your
mouth moving.

e Switch off and talk: it’s easy to get distracted by phones. And social
media! When you play with your child make sure you can give them
all your attention — don’t try and be on your phone at the same time.

e Try not to have noise or any other distractions in the background:
Little children can’t block out distractions like we can. Help them
learn how to concentrate by turning off anything distracting in the
background while you play, like TV or tablets etc.

e Always respond to your child when they try to communicate with
you: let them know that what they have to say is important to you —
this will motivate them to keep trying. If they aren’t using words yet,
just respond if they point or make a sound..... it’s all communication.
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Key Texts: Key Experiences:

The enormous turnip. Telling the story through a dramatic reproduction with staff.
The finger family rhyme. Learn the story.

5 little ducks. Talk about and create a book about your family.

A squash and a squeeze. Find out who loves me, and why, what makes me special.
My mum and dad make me laugh.

Celebrations and RE: We are one body(family). Loved and unique. Creation. Harvest festival.
Advent, Christmas. Use “Come and See” materials. Experience worship times, pray together and create a special focal point for our
reflections on God.

e Staff to provide a range of meaningful adult led, adult initiated, child led, child initiated and continuous provision activities to
support learning, and develop a flexible planning approach to reflect the children’s interests.

e Through an enabling environment, developing positive relationships and celebrating the uniqueness of each child and their
individual learning journey.




Area of Learning
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Learning Objectives from EYFS Development Matters

Personal, Social and Emotional Development
Age Band: between 8-20 months and 40-60

Making relationships —

Our children are learning to make new relationships. You are their first role model. They will need to learn how
to approach someone, how to start play off, how to include others or spend time alone if they want. They will
need to deal with difficult emotions if things don’t go their way, how to come back with a different approach or
compromise.

Self-Confidence and Self - Awareness —

Children will develop a sense of being a unique individual. They will adjust to different situations, they will
become aware of their capabilities and qualities.

Managing feelings and behaviour -

Children will begin to understand that there are rules and routines. Some of those may be different in different
places and times, and they will learn to follow the rules and deal with changes when they occur.

Communication and Language
Age Band: between 8-20 and 40-60 months

Listening and Attention —

Children are developing their ability to listen, attend and focus.

Understanding -

Children will learn to follow instructions. They will know what objects stand for and use language appropriately.
Speaking -

Children will be developing their ability to communicate in a variety of ways, using gesture, eye gaze and so on.
They will develop a vocabulary and use language appropriately.

Physical Development
Age Band: 16-26- 40-60 months

Moving and handling -

Children will begin to develop control and co-ordination in large and small movements. They will negotiate
space, stairs and climbing equipment in increasingly competent ways.

Health and Self-Care -

Children will learn to use the toilet when developmentally appropriate. They will use good hygiene practices
through clear support leading to independence. They will become increasingly competent in dressing
themselves and eating and drinking independently.

Specific Areas of the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum

Literacy
Age Band: 16-26 -40-60 months

Reading -
Children will listen to a wide range of stories and rhymes, joining in. They will notice and enjoy the rhythm and
flow of language, beginning to learn about books, print, story settings and characters. They will begin to notice
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print in the environment and become aware that print carries meaning. Through listening and talking they will
develop the ability to hear sounds in words.
Writing —
Children will explore mark making through a variety of tools in a variety of ways, using large movements and
equipment as well as smaller pencils and so on. The children will be able to talk about their writing and marks.
They will become more aware of what the letters they see mean and can create.

Maths Number -

Age Band: 16-26 - 40-60 months

Children will explore number and pattern through playful activities. They will begin to count and notice that
numerals represent quantity. They will use everyday equipment to experiment with more and less and share
objects out. They will begin to understand early concepts and problem solving through playful hands on
experiences, and use songs and rhymes to reinforce learning of number.

Shape, Space and Measure -

Children will explore size, shape and space through playful activities and hands on, tactile resources that will
develop their spatial awareness. They will develop an understanding of mathematical language.

Understanding the World
Age Band: 16-26 - 40-60 months

People and Communities —
Children will be aware of themselves in relation to their direct family and community. They will learn about
different types of people and similarities. They will explore their local community and experience community
events.
The World -
Children will learn about the world around them, beginning to notice and talk about features of the
environment, changes and patterns. They will develop an awareness of how they fit in their world and the part
they have to play in taking care of the environment and living things.
Technology -

Children will have opportunities to explore a range of technology and develop skills to be able to use toys and
resources of a technical nature.

Expressive Art and Design
Age Band: 16-26 - 40-60 Months

Exploring and Using Media and Materials

Children will explore music, dance, movement and creative resources. They will have opportunities to create,
invent and develop their own ideas through a variety of media.

Being Imaginative —
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Children will develop their imaginative play skills through role play, small world toys and open ended resources,

as well as familiar resources. They will develop confidence and social skills as well as the ability to cooperate
with others and initiate play.

Characteristics of Effective Learning:

Playing and exploring - Engagement Active learning — Motivation Creating and thinking critically — Thinking
Finding out and exploring Being involved and concentrating Having their own ideas.

Playing with what they know Keeping trying Making links

Being willing to ‘have a go’ Enjoying achieving what they set out to do Choosing ways to do things




