Newsletter

No. 1. 15th September 2023

Website: www.ourladys.devon.sch.uk

Twitter: @OurlLadys_School Telephone: 01271 345164

In Our Lady’s Catholic Primary School we learn about God and try to follow his footsteps by

showing care and respect for one another.

Welcome 7 = Visit from Zoe Batten, CEO of Plymouth CAST

It has been an absolute [ g —_— We were delighted to have welcomed our CEO Zoe
pleasure to see all the Batten along with Executive Assistant and PA to
children return to school, the CEO, Danielle Eves to see the wonderful recent

looking extra smart in improvements to our building.
their uniforms and with

smiles on their faces. We
extend an extra warm
welcome to our new
families in Reception
Class and across the
school, and our new class
teacher joining the Our
Lady’s Team, Miss Greenwood. We are sure you will
join with us in giving them a warm welcome to our
school community.

Our new academic year has had an exciting start,
with changes across the school. We are so fortunate
to be starting the year by embracing the new building
work, and we can already see the impact to the
children’s learning spaces. We thank you for your
patience in adapting to these new changes and we
thank the staff for all the hard work they put in to get
the classrooms ready for the children.

Autumn Term Dates

Tue 19th Sep School Photos

Wed 20th Sep Y6 Swimming

Thu 21st Sep Phonics Session for Robin Parents
Tue 26th Sep Y4-6 Author Visit (Steve Cole)
Wed 27th Sep Y6 Swimming

Wed 4th Oct Y6 Swimming

Wed 11th Oct Y6 Swimming

Wed 18th Oct Y6 Swimming

Fri 20th Oct Last day of half term

We wish you, all our staff and children an enjoyable
and successful year.

Rob Meech, Executive Headteacher and Lorna
Wilby, Head of School

School photos will be taken on Tuesday 19th Mon 23rd Oct  Half Term Holiday
September Mon 30th Oct  Pupils Return to School
Tue 31st Oct Deadline for secondary school

places
i Fri 15th Dec Last day of term
Friday 29th September 2023 Wed 3rd Jan Pupils Return to School

The next newsletter will go home on:

Our Lady’s School takes incidents of bullying, including on-line safety seriously. For further information the school’s policy is available on our website or please see your child’s
class teacher if you have any concerns. www.safer.internet.org.uk
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N Year 6 Parents

4 You should have received details about how to

¥+ apply online for a secondary school place for your

¢ child. You need to apply for a school place online

w by 31st October. If we can be of any help in the
process please do not hesitate to contact Mrs

4 Welland in the school office.

RAg

¥ As always it is crucial that applications are
received by the deadline of 31st October. Online

4 applicants will receive immediate confirmation of

¥¢ their preferences, but can change their minds any

¥¢ time until midnight on 31st October, and can log

7 in to see their offers on the morning of Tuesday

2 1st March 2024. Please apply at:

Barn-a-b’s at Our Lady’s

X
(7{; Please bear with us while the finishing
g;} touches are happening on our new secure
video linked entrances. These will enable you

to contact us directly and we will buzz you in at
collection/drop off times. Until this is up and running
please use the main entrance for lunchtimes and
breakfast club.

Our new area is amazing, we love it. We will be
outdoors more than ever. If your child has a pair of
wellies that can stay in preschool that would really
help us. We have spares, but not many smaller sizes.
It has been lovely to get to know our new children
and families.

www.devon.gov.uk/admissionsonline You should know your child’s key person
(Barnabuddy) they will contact you via tapestry. If
you have any questions please ask.

X Xe X %

Detailed information on how to apply for your
¥ child’s transfer to Secondary Education in

¥¢ September 2024 can be found at:
Pig From your Barn-a-b’s team

¥ https://new.devon.gov.uk/educationandfamilies/
school-information/apply-for-a-school-place/
A apply-for-a-secondary-school-place
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Cathy, Hannah, Jane, Jess, Liia, Lisa and Tracey
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Year 6 Open Evenings and Mornings at Pilton Community College and The Park School

Just reminder that you can attend (with your Year 6 pupil) the open evenings and mornings for secondary
schools with Pilton Community College and The Park School.

Pilton Community College dates:- Monday 18th Sept—6pm or 7pm Q"-\-TO
Open Mornings—Weds 20th at 9.30am Thurs 21st at 9.30am or Fri 22nd at 9.30am “'/)LIJ

https://www.piltoncollege.org.uk/news-events/announcements/item/47/open-evening- )\’.
18th-september-2023

The Park School dates:- Thurs 21sr Sept from 5.45pm
Open Mornings—25th to 29th Sept 8.50—10.40am
https://theparkschool.org.uk/open-evening-and-open-days-2023/

This is a great opportunity to see the schools in operation before you make your secondary school application
by the 31st October.

Our Lady’s School takes incidents of bullying, including on-line safety seriously. For further information the school’s policy is available on our website or please see your child’s
class teacher if you have any concerns. www.safer.internet.org.uk




Special Educational Needs

| would like to introduce myself
to new parents; | am the
school’s Special Educational
Needs and Disabilities Co-
ordinator. | would like to make
sure all parents are aware of
the SEND section of the school
website which gives
information about our school’s
provision for Special
Educational Needs and
Disabilities as well as support for families who may be
experiencing difficulties at home. There are lots of
helpful information sheets and links to other sites too,
so please take a look in the Parents’ section labelled
‘SEND’.

| hope you find the resources useful. Please getin
touch, via the school office, if you need further advice or
support.

Eve Daunton
SENDCO (Special Educational Needs and Disabilities
Co-ordinator)

Healthy Snacks

Just a reminder that all Key Stage 1 children receive
a free healthy snack for morning break. You are
welcome to send Key Stage 2 children into school
with a healthy snack (not chocolate or crisps).
Children who would like to eat a healthy snack
during afternoon break are more than welcome to
bring this in from home.

PE Days
When your child has PE they should be coming into
school in their PE kits and remaining in them all day.

Robin Tuesday and Thursday
Heron Wednesday and Friday
Puffin Monday and Thursday
owl Wednesday and Friday
Eagle Tuesday and Thursday
Kingfisher Monday and Friday
Swallow Monday and Tuesday

PE lessons will continue to be held outside even in
the rain so please ensure that your child has a
waterproof coat, they may even need gloves and
hats as we progress into the winter months.

As the weather gets colder, if you have not done so
already, you can purchase, for £15, a PE Hoodie with
the school logo for children to wear for PE.
Alternatively children can wear their school jumper
for PE. Please order these via Scopay.

g Breakfast and After School Club

. - Sessions for our Breakfast and After School Clubs

: can now be booked on line via SCOPAY. Breakfast

> sessions are from 7.45am until 8.45am at £5.00

iwithout breakfast and £5.50 with breakfast.

= Afterschool Club sessions are from 3.15-4.15 with a

:snack for £5.00, or 3.15-5.15pm for £9.00. You can
: pay for these sessions and book in advance via

- Scopay Please see a member of the Admin Team |f

_you need log in details.

n
------------------------------------------------------------

The Yr6's did an online first aid

sl srtsnreacross  cOUrse last week! Miss
Newcombe was very impressed
with them all!

rDon't forget that Swallow class will be attending
swimming lessons every Wednesday afternoon from
Weds 13th September until Weds 18th October.
Swallow class can wear their PE kits on a Wednesday
during this time.

P fm i a—m e — e — -
God of wisdom and might, |

we praise You for the wonder of our |
betng, I

for mind, body and spirit,
Be with our children as they begin
a new school year,
Bless thewe and thelr teachers and
staff.

Give them strength and grace as their

bodies grow;

I wisdowm and knowledge to their minds |
as they search for understanding; !
and peace and zeal to thelr hearts,

we ask this through Jesus Christ our

Lord. Awmen, :

LI_I_I_I_I_I_I_I_I_I_II

class teacher if you have any concerns. www.safer.internet.org.uk

Our Lady’s School takes incidents of bullying, including on-line safety seriously. For further information the school’s policy is available on our website or please see your child’s




Absence guidance for Parents/Carers

What YOU must do:

Telephone the school (ideally before 8.30am) each
day of your child’s absence.

Tell the school in advance of any medical appoint-
ments and bring in appointment cards/letters.

If you are not sure whether your child is well
enough to attend school, send them in anyway as
they often perk up on arrival.

Have a backup plan for if your child misses
transport, call on a family member, neighbour or
friend.

If you and your child are experiencing difficulties
with school attendance then talk to us as a first
step so we can help!

What WE will do:

Check your child’s attendance every day.

Phone home to discuss your child’s attendance
with you.

Invite you into school for attendance meetings if
we are concerned.

If we cannot establish a reason for absence, then
we may make a welfare home visit.

Author Visit from Steve p
PORy
coles APPLEBUGK FESTIVAL

Miss Newcombe is excited SCHUUS WEEK

to announce that we are
having a visit from the
author Steve Coles in
school on Tuesday 26th
September from 10.45.
Eagle Class (Y4), Kingfisher
Class (Y5) and Swallow
Class (Y6) will all be hearing Steve talk about his job
and his books.

Steve is a bestselling children's author and lifelong
fan of lan Fleming's James Bond. His other book
series include Z. Rex, Thieves Like Us, Doctor

who and Astrosaurs, with collective sales of over
three million copies. In other careers he has worked
as an editor of books and magazines for readers of all
ages.

175 non term days

All this time for shopping,

10 days
holidays, appointments etc...

absence

19 days
absence

29 days
absence

47 days
absence

143

Days in
School

100% 80% 75%

attendance

attendance attendance

Best chances of
success

Very poor
attendance: serious

365 days in a calendar year

impact on education
and reduced life
chances

Please don't let your child miss out on
the education they deserve.

EVERY SCHOOL DAY COUNTS!

Robin Class—Introduction to Read ¥
Write Inc Phonics < s
A session with Mrs Jury for Robin

Class parents to find out more about o i
how children learn to read and write
using the Read Write Inc Phonics Programme in
school, and how to support their learning at home.

2

Thursday 21st September, 2:30-3pm

* What is the Blue Peter

: Book Club?

: The Blue Peter Book Club
= is all about sharing the joy
: of reading! Each month
Ewe'll talk about a different book from the list below

: and find out your thoughts on it too! We’'ll also have :
= lots of fun activities, quizzes and cool challenges to 1
- try. :
Ehttps://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/joinin/blue-peter-book :
:-club 1

School Website

Please keep a check on the school website as this will
be updated regularly. The class pages will be updated
with class newsletters, photos, areas of topic etc. You
will find details on all our key documents and policies
together with the current school dinner menu.

Please visit:-  www.ourladys.devon.sch.uk

class teacher if you have any concerns. www.safer.internet.org.uk

Our Lady’s School takes incidents of bullying, including on-line safety seriously. For further information the school’s policy is available on our website or please see your child’s




School Dinners

We have a wide variety of hot, freshly
cooked, school dinners on offer on a 3
weekly cycle. As well as the healthy
main choice there is always a vegetarian
option and a jacket potato with cheese
and/or beans available. The meals are
all prepared on-site in our school The 10th DadFest! Awarded ‘Best Small Event in the
kitchen. School dinners are free to all children from UK’ & the only festival just for dads & their children
Robins to Puffin class and are a very competitive £2.65 campfire stories  archery » dads choir * bat walk
per day for children in Owl class upwards.

www.dangerousdads.org.uk/dadfest2023
September 22nd, 23rd & 24th

DadFest2023

Location: Beryl's Campsite, Beeson, Devon. TQ7 2HW

e bushcraft & Forest School * star—gazing ¢ tattoos -«

. . . circus skills * stroke a lobster ¢ art & craft space °
School dinners can now be paid via the school's on line

cash system SCOPAY. You should have received
individual log in details for your child/children. If you
need any assistance with registering to use this facility Official 2023 World Dad Dancing Championship

woodland trail ¢ spoon carving ¢ beach fishing ¢
pizza—making ¢ local food & beers ¢ & more...

please see the School Office. The choice of meal for Friday 22nd Sept to Sunday 24th Sept

the day can be booked with the class teacher at

registration in the morning. DadFest2023 tickets must be bought in advance

p t lect Is in ad for their child Children aged 5 & under £10

. arents can select meals in a vanf:e or their children Children aged 6 & over  £50

if they prefer (although the selection for the current Dads/ male carers: £80

day can only be done in school). DadFest Ticket = camping & all weekend activities included
Concessions available — please contact the organisers

|f your Chlld has any food a”ergles please make the Book early. Book on our website www.dangerousdads.org.uk

admin team aware as our catering team can usually or emall: dadfestbookings@gmail.com

adapt the menu accordingly for your child’s needs. ‘DADS

School Uniform

Thank you for supporting the correct school uniform. Please could you ensure that all long hair is tied back for
school, earrings are kept to small studs, no other jewellery is to be worn.

Girls should be wearing either navy coloured tights, knee high socks or ankle socks and boys should be wearing
grey or black socks (not white).

Please ensure that all items of clothing, water bottles, lunch boxes and snack pots are clearly marked with your
child’s name. If they are misplaced or left lying around the school it is much easier to reunite items with their
owner if they have a name clearly marked in it.

Jumpers, PE T-Shirts, PE Hoodies, Ties, PE kit bags, book bags and water bottles are available to purchase via
Scopay under ‘Products’ throughout the year.

We do have some kindly donated second hand uniform. Please ask at the school office and we will check what
sizes we have for you.

Medicines in School

If your child is required to take a prescribed medicine please can you alter the times around the school day. If
this is not possible then please complete a medicine form at the school office.

The school can only administer prescribed medicines in line with government requirements.

Non-prescribed medicines such as headache tablets, medicated lozenges, nasal sprays etc must not be carried by
the children or left in school bags or book bags.

Asthma Inhalers

If your child has a diagnosis of asthma and has a prescribed inhaler to use in school, please contact the school
office and complete a ‘parental agreement for school to administer medicine’ form. Please see your class
teacher if you wish to discuss any concerns about your child’s medical conditions.

Our Lady’s School takes incidents of bullying, including on-line safety seriously. For further information the school’s policy is available on our website or please see your child’s
class teacher if you have any concerns. www.safer.internet.org.uk
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Qlfrories B ARNSTAPLE Devon

County Council

Work Cldb

REEP Refugee Employment & Enterprise Project
Support Available

CELTA qualified language teachers offering ESOL (English to
Speakers of Other Languages) support to anyone who
comes to the Work Club, specifically employability.

* Support with writing CVs and preporing for interviews

» Access to vocational ESOL and ESP (English for Specific Purposes) courses

» Access to local volunteering and work-experience opportunities

« An online job seekers’ noticeboard to upload CV

« Start-up support for refugees/migrants interested in self-employment and/or
starting their own business

Sessions run every Tuesday & Friday,
10am-1pm. Drop ins or bookings welcome

PERKTHEJEN!

NPEBECTH

TRADUIRE

Libraries Unlimited is a registered charity
1170092. To donate, please visit
librariesunlimited.org.uk

Devonflr  TORBAY COUNCIL

Our Lady’s School takes incidents of bullying, including on-line safety seriously. For further information the school’s policy is ilable on our website or pl see your child’s

class teacher if you have any concerns. www.safer.internet.org.uk




each item

Enter cakes in 3 calergories :
¢ Best classic cake/cupcake aslalele
* Best gluten free cake
* Best 16 and under enltry
Entries L1. All proceeds will go to Motor Neurone Disease Associalion.
Cakes need to be at Westward Ho! Baptist Church for judging between
12-1.30pm. Alongside all this yumminess there will be a raffle and

various slalls,
Cakes will be judged and then used to host the Tea Party
We are raising funds for MND and all it does for those faced with this diagnosis

For more information please call Jen: 07917582868




At National Online Safoty, we believe in empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the information to hold an informed conversation about online safoty with their children, should they feel
itis noeded. This guide focuses on one of many issues which we believe trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit www.nationalonlinesafety.com for further guides, hints and tips for aduits
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SETTING:BOUNDARIE
* AROUND GAMING

If your child loves video games, then you'll probably be aware that how long they spend gaming - and
what they're actually playing — can occasionally become a source of concern or conflict. The UK's
trade body for interactive entertainment, Ukie, has recently launched a campaign to promote
safer and more responsible gaming among young people — with parents and carers
helping by setting sensible and fair boundaries. Our guide has tips on key areas where

.
v -
y =

PROMOTE SAFER
GAME CHOICES

you could agree some healthy ground rules for your child’'s gaming activity.
Deciding which online games are

OK - and which should be avoided -~  wum

is tricky. Some tities allow childrento =
cooperate or compete with =
strangers, which crcatcscroumlal

risks. otchin?Jour child play online

for a while could provide more insight
into a particular game, while the
parental controls on most consoles
allow you to limit who can chat to

your child or send them friend

requests. Remind your child of the
hazards around strangers online

v‘hon you discuss this boundary with
them.

ENCOURAGE :
REGULAR BREAKS £

Help your child understand the need
to take regular breaks, playing in
shorter bursts rather than marathon
sessions. Bear in mind that some
games zsuch as role-playing
?amos) require time investrent
rom the player, while others (online
team games, for example) can’t be
stopped or paused at a moment's
notice. A quick break every hour or
$0 is good practice, and you could
suggest some things to do in these
breaks, such as having a drink of
water or getting some fresh air.

AGREE SPENDING <9
LIMITS b

There’s no doubt that gaming can be

e
h =2
expensive, and younger

ers often o
don't realise how much gulay%g for _"{"
digital items and subscriptions can
add up to. Many young gamers love
to buy new skins or upgrades for their
character, so ¥ou could settleon a
fixed amount that your child is
allowed to spend on in-game items
each week or month. This sort of
boundary will not only help your child
to manage their expectations but will
also make you more aware of the

price of these items.
DISCUSS AGE @ P,
Children often ignore the age ratings

RATINGS
on games — or are unaware they

even exist. If you're ha@y with your
child playing a particular game even
though it’s rated above their age,
then establish that as a boundary:
emphasise that you've made an
exception, and talk about what age
ratings mean and why they're
important. You could add context to
this boundary by browsing games’
boxes together while shopping,
discussing why some games might
have earned certain age ratings.

i

FACTOR IN FRIENDS

Iif your child is a keen video

amer, the chances are that

ez‘l have other gamers among
their social circle, too. When friends
visit, do they Inslanlg dash to their
console or computer? You could put
boundariols Inb ace bslvow mei‘r %

uests arrive reeing on a len
g! gamlng (ImeY !?30( in r?\lnd. o
though, that they may try to extend
this once they're together. Try
coming up with activities or
challenges for them during screen
breaks ~ if they join in, they earn a
little extra time on thelr game.

" ENJOY GAMING \
TOGETHER ey |

Setting time aside to play video H
games together can be an
enjoyable ding exerclse.
Undeniably, some young gamers
may be less enthusiastic about a
g:rem or carer joining In, but it can

a productive wcr“of encouraging
them to share their hobby with you.
Setting goals or tasks might be
useful: if they love Minecraft, choose
something to bulld t ther; If
Fortnite’s their favourite, ask to try
out some of the fun game modes,
like Prop Hunt, which don’t require
high skill levels.

TALK ABOUT
EMOTIONS

Help your child to monitor
their emotions as they play. Discuss
what is (and isn't) an acceptable
level of competitiveness to show
while gaming. Are they allowed to
trash talk other players, for
example? Can they notice when they
gft angry if they lose? Do theg think
ese emotions are healthy? Some
games can provoke anger, but
others can bring joy, humour and
the thrill of overcoming a challenge.
Try to steer your child towards
games that tend to produce these
more positive feelings.

BE PREPARED
FOR TROLLS

A frequent problem when gaming
online is other players who are
deliberately troublesome. Make sure
zour child knows how to report and

lock someone who makes their
experience a negative one. Between
you, decide if or how they should
deal with these online trolls. Talk
about where your child’s boundaries
are in terms of what they think is

ptabl at behaviour by other

users is merely frustrating, and what
crosses the line to become upsetting
or abusive.

Meet Our Expert

Deniol L awrkers

ca: https:[/hipalapp/ob:

' @natonlinesafety

K3 /Nationalonlinesafety

National
‘Online

Safety”
#WakeUpWednesday

@nationalonlinesafety d‘ @national_online_safety

Users of this guide do o at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 13.09.2023




